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count arid the other two because there And the winter passed quickly ahan papers quickly You have letters of
was no telegraph service doning us to Inauguration Day before endorsement here said as ho nand

A messenger came In from Merrydale the Christmas bills were well out of the ed them back to me front Mr OMara
at bout 11 The vote stood 21 to 30 way Mr Cleveland had the suggesting that you be transferred to
against a clear loss of 18 Delight personnel of his new Cabinet as he the Record division which I see yraM

and Gentralia reported within the next formed It He had assembled a curious done and from Representative
ten minutes Both went Democratic group maybe but his choice for tree of Indiana urging that you b
also contrary to till expectations Mon office put new hope in the breasts of promoted because your ather

did riot report until after 1 oclock all his prospective Republican subordi good Republican And that is alt
all the rest it had gone over to nates and those In my division looked We shall not decide about this

the enemy For the first time since I on at the parade that stormy March 4th pointment right away Mr Scnuyler
became of age our country ba d gone with le is trepidation than they endured fie went on I cannot tell now who
against us the day OMara was made chief will be appointed But I own

As I walked home in the starlight that i Us find this record dlsappolritlrigv it my
night with the booming of Cleveland observation you have proven yourself
cannon echoing In the streets and the Under the Hew Regime an extremely capable clerk I hop X
snap of sounding from the ThosQ who cause of have not been ken
square my mind kept turn ing over and service reform plow dur With that he me out door
over until I was sick with the thought ing the Cleveland Administration were as impersonally as a Judge i had H
of It all those two trenchant observa greatly mistaken Within my observa with myself that afternoon aa I
tiohs by the Hon Tom Roundtree Al tlon that summer of 1S33f there rode home In the train But It
ways Regular ft hard to reconcile myself to the thought

WASHINGTON D C April 26 1905
To the Editor of The Washington Times

Dear Sir years ago I came to Washington a young man
filled with ambition I was one of the first in my part of the country
to pass civil service examination and I entered the departmental serv
ice with strong hopes of what abilities I had and rendering
a good account of them by working Government Today every
chance ot doing anything with my abilities is gone I am a hack
hemmed in by the restrictions and little politics of one of the depart
ments and I am utterly unable to get work anywhere else In the ret
rospect of fortyfour years my life is a decided failure

I haVe written out the story of my transformation clearly and hon
estly I have found it necessary to change names of course but all
the other details are accurate reports of my own experience

I believe that if the young men of today could read my story they
would find it a powerful warning against entering the service where in
dividual ability counts for nothing or almost nothing and ambition is
stifled beyond hope For that reason I hope you can find room in your
paper for the inclosed with the understanding that if you use it you
are to edit out none of the facts If you cannot use it please return to
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the address on the inclosed slip
Very truly yours

A COG IN THE WHEEL
I

S

SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS

In the first days Of the civil service
way back In the eighties the author of
The Life Story of a Department Clerk a

young Indiana lawyer to
to accept a clerkship In the office pr the
Assistant Attorney General having the
dreamiest sort of a dream that he had
planned his way into the office oC tho At
torney GeneraL

He describes his entry Into the
cf the Government and the shocks to
dignity administered not only the lordly
watchman but by future associates

He tells how he plunged Into the roullno
work of the little law In printed
pamphlets to letters of inquiry

The reader Is acquainted with his
roommates the chief a roan of fifty or

ywirs short and half fat over
hearty in manner with puffy eyelids un
kempt profane a hard Orinkar a gambler

to everyone a lawyer by courtesy
only and one who owes his position to a
campaign speech the second la authority
Mr Macphirson a tall taciturn
thinlipped difliculttoapproach individual

a lawyer by virtue of general legal
knowledge as extended and accurate says
the writer as any I have ever encoun
tered an Irishman about thirty
years old suave fluent even tempered
and a fine advertising agent of his own
talents who knew little law spent much
time In the Berls and who da
fled the Dimmycrats to put him out a

Mrs Errol who was appointed
through the Influence of her husbands
friends and an unmarried woman tho
Dragonfly who seemed to relyfor her otflce
Branding upon the Intimate friendship with
a member of the National Senate

The first year passes by before the author
realizes It He enjoys living the lire In a
big city which Affords diversions unrttaln
able In the small community from which he

Nevertheless he does not devote all
his sparer moments to pastime for ho pursues
his studies In the endeavor to diploma
from a school f law So passes the first
winter and tje next

Then comes an event which brings about
a change In all The chief of the division
dies and OMara becomes his successor al
though fellowclerks believe Slacpheraon en
titled to the promotion Yis It Is Mr
Ollara and Im sorry you are disappointed
Ehys the appointee In noting the look of

son quietly makes arrangements to leave the j
division the writer takes steps to do 1

likewise His Judgment tells him to go
home HIs pride urges him to stay

He catches the department fever and pb
tains a trahsfer OaTara lending his aid
tie leatas with surprise that his new post
lion Is a clerkship requiring no legal at
tainments but reconciles himself as best
he to the has made and has
to lit upon

OMara In the meanwhile reaps praises
from the newspapers for the reorganlza

of the division
the Harrison Administration the

scramble after plums kills the last of the
writers theories on the merit system as then
enforced and ne accepts tho advice of Mr
Macpherson to Join and help run the In
dlaca AsSociation It run him

of the service are made on
his qualifications for membership through the
machinations of OMara but an unexpected
friend Is found In Colonel Powell the new
assistant attorney general and conscientious
public servant and the writer wins n his
fight for offlce In the association He secures
a transfer tb the office directly under the su
pervision of Colonel Powell and Is made
happy by a chance to return to legal worlr He
undertakes the labor of compiling the laws
which affect his department In the mean
AVhlle he brings from Indiana a girl who
had been trained to think the making of a
home for her husband and her children the
best wbrlc God could give her Days begin
in which the sun touches every leaf and
blade of grass with

The writer rejects a promising opportunity
to return to his home town practice

volume of laws Is finished and meets
with the approval of the compilers
Colonel Powell Macpherson The depart

llcatlon to the man who did the work That
to the Secretary

Home expenses and a new arrival Baby
Annie Hoosier Into debt
and though friends lend assistance and cele
brate the of the child by arranging a
salary Increase every day finds trouble

leaping on t

nation and dismissed He falla on his feet
and Is district agent of a great con
tracting company

Digging persistently along though not con
tent to the develops into a
capable routine clerk His hopes grow high
when a chance for promotion Is offered
through an examination but are dashed
to When he learns that the av

ho made was reduced by a poor mark
In letter writing The winners of the ex
amination are men incapable to fill a post of
executive and Philip Schuyler Is after
all called to assume the duties of a
division chief He is told that the question
of will be settled later He out
telsr through Colonel Powell that all the sub
etantlal recognition woe given to other clerks
who could not carry the responsibilities

In the endeavor to add to his income
Bchuyler determines to become an insur
ance agent but he devotes but one day to
this Issue and relinquishes It be
cause his conscience revolts against the theft
of time belonging to the Government He
has a ta lk with his Congressman who says
h would like to help hint to get the in
creased salary that belongs to his position
and who Indulges In a tirade against the

little iceberg in the White House whoso
chances his home State of Indiana he de

are not worth two whoops In hell
Schuyler learns through Powell that

one else is to be appointed nominal chief
of his division Is expected to
continue the actual work Schuyler accepts
the advice of a friend to go home on a cam
paigning trip because merit aint going to
plow with that Cleveland crowd and If
he Harrison wins he will readjust that
chlefshlp business right enough He re

in his
home town

HE plays a failure It the center
of the stage goes begglngv This
simple truth is one ot the first
lessons in natures primer But

I did not learn It until I reached middle
age and many men otherwise perspica
cious and penetrating do not learn It at
all

So there was no philosophic brake oii
the chariot of my happiness during that
eventful fortnight Jn the focus of the
towns eye Intrusted with a notable re
sponsibility encouraged by tliq sympa
thy of the finest men I kne md sun
tamed by tho confidence of those wHo
loved me best my spirit exulted and
fey ambition tugged at the reins

J found myself n political figure of
seeming importance Time morning af
ter we reached town a telephone mes
sage came from Bo Gardner asking me
to meet the chairman the county
committee and liiinself srt the Young
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Mens Republican Club at 2 oclock
3us Sidlers of the Compiler came a
moment later to ask for an interview
on the outlook Joe Wllloughby
Judge to the whole community came

over to midday dinner to talk politics
and say what a fine speech that
last night Best o all as I walked
about the squar that afternoon every
man I met ic jiie with cordlality
In his greeting and respect in his man
ner Annie and Altrock were
walking with me and dear wife
squeezed my arm sifter every meeting

JS i
All Republicans Contributed

The Compiler of that evening publish
ed tm extended account of the Deception
As I read it I learned that every promi
nent Bepubllcan in town had contributed
to defray the expense and that the after
noon trains had brought hundreds of
people from the neighboring towns to
see the procession My speech was pub
lished verbatim the Compiler having
employed one ot the teachers In the high
school to take It down In shorthand As
I read it there In tvne and noted how
filled It was with earnestness and yet
how rounded the sentences were It
seemed to me like the address of another
man and a surprisingly good address at
that

In the rooms of the Young Mens Re
publlean Club I found three things that
Interested me greatly One was a letter
from Colonel Powell disclosing that hs
was to be one of the speakers on Thurs
day night Another was a list of the
meetings at which I was to speak The
third was lifesize portrait of m Con
grossman the gift of his chief lieuten
ant Jn the county inscribed The Hon
orable Tom Eoundtree Always Regu

Yi
Annies scrapbook a crinkled

and yellow clipping onj the Thursday
night meeting It bears the head line
County Is Clinched and reads with

some omissions
The largest crowd of the campaign

pouted into the city last night for the
longawaited demonstration of loyalty to
political honor and reason at the court
house where the Hon Henry W Powell
Assistant Attorney General of the
United States the Tom Roundtree
our popular Congresrman and the Hon
Philip Schuyler our brilliant young
fellowtownsman of seeral years ago
but now of the Government service in
Washington made stirring addresses

Hitching Posts in Use
Numbered in the vast throng that

filled the square were ladles who move
in the choicest social circles of the coun
ty We are afraid they found the hastily
constructed benches uncomfortable The
Independence division of the Central
brought town fully 300 who came
early enough to parake of the hospitali

of the Y M R C before the meeting
They were under command of that loyal
Republican Mark Wilt People were In
from all the neighboring surroundings
All the hitching posts around the court
house fence were in use

It was a hot night Everybody clap
pod as the Junior Band under the lead
ership of Frank Downs took its place
and that rattled the boys but you cantkeep real talent down and before long
they had everybody patting time This
shows the appreciation of the audience
President Gardner of the club presided
and opened the meeting with a few well
chosen remarks complimenting the
ladles In fine style Our popular Con
gressman was first on the program and
he did not disappoint the host of his
friends whose expectations were high

His address was in lighter vein all
through putting the audience In splen
did humor Tn the serious section of his
speech he flayed alive those Benedict
Arnolds or their party to which they
claim to belong who vote with It when
ever things go the ir way and vote with
men whose principles they pretend to
onpose when they cannot run their sup
posed party as they themselves would
like It be run It Is this kind of talkthat has made Tom Roundtree the leader he Is In this section of the country
Wo have no room in Indiana for mug
wumps

Just a Young Voter
As the other two speeches were logi

cal arguments the Hon Toms Jokes
were a fine entree Bo Gardner was just
Introducing the First Voters Quartet
when a baby cried so nobody could hear
themselves think Bo made us all laugh
and the mother reel better by saying
wittily that he hoped that was a young
voter trying to make himself heard Thequartet consisting of Pope Wilhlte
Clint DeWit Henry Saunders and Dr
Mars3en sang a song especially written
for that occasion by the doctor We
Cannot Fall to the old familiar tune
that everybody knows of Nellie Gray
In the trash that Is sung during cam
paigns a good song Is so unusual that
we print the chorus of this one only
wishing that we had space for the whole
poem
Oh poor old Grover C
Where will your chances bo
When the peoples votes are counted once

again
Youll be floating down Salt river
Sailing toward the open sea
In a rowboat provided you by Ben

Those Democrats who have been
telling around town that Phil Schuyler
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would get s fright took a new
tack when they his first sea
tence We print the entire talented
effort on another page so thatifthj3re
are any Democrats in this country who
are not so narrowminded that they
unwiflirigrto see the light when it shines
they can read that speech and come In
out of the wet When lie toldo j the
shallow promises of the Democrats to
put a merit system In the Governments
departments at Washington and then
how President Harrison had dOne all
he could but how he was circumvented
by spoilsmen have been eating at
the Government crib since childhood
and oug ht to get out according to the
statute of limitations if for no other
reason the peoplu hardly
for the end of his sentences they were
BO quick with their hahdclapplng

He then called the attention of his

largest audiences At Gentralia
dr four drunken train hands conceived
the most affection for Colonel
Powell and w hile he spoke called to
him repeatedly such greetings as Go
H CulL Were with JLis
ten to that now yu crayfish and call
yrselfs Merrydale TvaJ
beautifully decorated small as it is
and heard our arguments with more
manifest understan dlrig than any of
tho others

lMGpngressman left us fter about
the second day His nkCce was taken

art Indianapolis lawyer who was a
member of the St te central committee
He and Powell seemed to Tje

old friends and both laughed heartily
when the newcomer theHonprable Torns report to headquar

of the speeches the colonel arid Iwere making What they dont know
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splendid audience ro the tariff making
it so clear than even the cabbage fac
tory on the other side of the square
ought to be able to understand why free
trade Is a visionary dream and a pro
tectivo tariff the bulwark of our na
tion At times the interest in his clear
cut argument was intense so that the
gentler sex forget to fan It was
when he said that even if you grant
everything tho free trade theorizers
claim there would be left a good ar
gument in favor of a duty equal to the
difference between the cost of produc
tion In Englaod and that In the United
States that the applause was most deaf
pnn

¬

His splendid conclusion saying that
the party that had redeemed the country
from slavery would not prove unequal
to the problems that the future is sure
to bring enthused the audience more
than any other feature of the evening
It was a fine speech all through and
as the young orator took his seat we
hope Phil wont mind our telling this
his old chief took him by the hand and
said to him Thats the best tariff
speech Ive heard in this campaign Mr
Schuyler

How much of a picture this account
will suggest to the readers ot v metro
politan newspaper I cannot tell But
those who were reared like riie in the
atmosphere of such journalism and such
meetings will find It full of familiar
figures grouped in a familiar compo
sition The overzealous party spirit ot
the compiler and its Informal English
the spirit of cooperation among all my
old friends the torches flaring by the
speakers stand tho table with Its huge
white pitcher of Icewater the little
boys with their rhymes and the little
girls with their flowers the hammering
music of the junior band the broad
laughter at the broader Jokes of the
demagogue the First Voters Quartet
singing an original song without ac
companlment the presence of every
good partisans woman folks these
are tho things that make politics In the
country and they make for the nations
health much m ro securely than the
crowded treet corners and open cor
ruption of the city

My speech that night was an argu
ment I should not have hesitated to
deliver before the State supremu court
It was tho forceful expression of sin
cere convictions I like to think even
now that it is possible it merited Colenel Powells high praise Yet I knowthat In substance it did not compare
with his own restrained terse convincwholly admirable address TheCompiler paid me a memorable complimont when it classed my speech withhis among tho logical arguments

iJr i c

Aroused Intense Enthusiasm
At Independence we held much the

same sort of a meeting and made much
the same speeches Monroe and Delight
being smaller towns assembled the
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about practical politics said Mr
Roundtree would sink a ship They
talk like the whole dictionary let loose
but the two of them together aint got
ten votes in their wnole damn vocabu
lary My two associates were soon
plunged deep into an appraisement of
the general situation I heard only the

the air was heavy
with surprises and that no one could
tell which side would win Whichever
side it was they said would win over
whelmingly

We parted on the morning of election
day I reached home in time to castmy second ballot with my father and
Mr Bell and then talk the afternoonaway with tories of my tour through
the county

A Democratic Landslide
After supper Mr Bell my father Joe

Willoughby and I went down to the
Young Republican Club to hear
the returns When we entered the room
we could hardly breathe the air was
so heavy with cigarsmoke and at first
we could not see the blackboard for
the thick haze that hung at about the
level of our eyes As we entered we
heard the county treasurer say Good
Lord havent we even saved the county
ticket and we know that the vote In
the State had gone against us My
father went to the operator and sorted
over the messages He came back in
a few minutes with his teeth As
I make It he shouting to be heard
above the confusion the whole countrys coin Democratic

After 1C oclock there was no need to
wait for news ot tIle general result
Not only New York and Indiana the
pivotal States had gone Democratic
but Republican States like Illinois and
Wisconsin Harrison was overwhelm
ingly beaten I waited on however for
accurate returns from our own county
Our town had elected Its city ticket by
the established Republican majority of
225 Independence which ordinarily
polled about GO Democratic votes and
75 Republican votes had reversed the
figures Monroe Delight and Merry
dale were all slow in reporting the
ilrst because of some trouble over the
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The Ashes of Defeat
And my boy hls chances of carryin

his own aint worth
two whoops in hell

What they dont know about prac
tlca litics would a ishlp They

i like the dictionary let loose
but the two of them together aint got
ten votes In their whole damn vocabu
lary

It was truer all of It I had failed as
t was sure to and always would
fall Not a single town in which we
had spoken had done more than hold Its
own and all but one had lost ground
Andj hard as this was to my pride it
was nothing compared to the likelihood
that would lose rny place in the department and be unable to provide for

and apt little daughter I would
have given world to as free of

u
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By the time our little party started
back to Washington we had all regained
our spirits Come what might we were
all together as I told the gentle wife
and election could ever separate us
No one would liave suspected who spied
us out in our drawing room that we had
been to battle and been utterly routed

But it was hard to go back to the of
fice It was not only the raillery of the
clerks that dismayed me It was the un
remitting grind of it all The first day
I stopped in the middle of the corridor
and looked about me There was the
same sawdustfilled spittoon There
was the same

It all as the men on my fathers farm
out near Wintergreen creek I was
probably fit for nothing better

As I reached the gate my heart heavy
with fear T lifted my head with a jerk
I heard voices as I walked up the path
and the rustle of a skirt When I
looked up there stood Annie and my
mother

Its too bad said my mother softly
But Annie saying Nothing squeezed my
arm s s she did that afternoon when we
walked arpurid the square

I

MAI rr mo4IDnm
WoLti eOUWIKYQQlJ

JLtfOeIfuITIe

xx

no

S 55 k II

f 5

i
1

3rU
Ii 4II

I

E

p

R1

¬

+

+
+

sweep with the same
brush There were the same gray
haired men clattering along the same
route each living a life of supreme
importance ti himself and his family
an d supreme indifference to everybody
else There were no doubt the same
tattling the same strivings the
same puny jealousies behind the same
lattice doors For the moment I stood
like the pendulum in Franklins
1 could not do the work of the present
for the of the future

Time New Chief
With a new chief to meet in the course

of the next hour I forced myself to see
life as brightly as I could I spokecheerfully to all the clerks iri the di
vision especially to Mr Hutterly who
would have pitied me if I had given him
the chance and Mrs Errol who sympa
thized with me genuinely I was open
lng my mall when the summons came
I remember putting down the lettersregretfully because many of them were
personal and reflecting while I walkedthrough the two rooms that the onlything I knew of the new Assistant to
the Attorney General was his name andthat for the Instant I had forgotten even
that

Mr Chamberlain introduced us Thenew chief was Judge Armstrong ofMississippi formerly one of the attorneys of the Department of Justice Iwas curious to note how tho AssistantSecretory would describe me This isJudge Schuyler he said a protege of
Colonel Powells and mine and one of
the few men In the departments who
have worked their way pp

However much my new title of
Judge impressed Mr Armstrong I

looked on him as the original Dr Fell
First he was a Republican from Mis
sissippi and that was a bad sign See

he was putting his Southern repu
tation to officeseeking use and that
was more than a bad was com
paratively certain proof that he was a
manipulator of negro votes Third he
had a fishy eye and wore sidewhiskers
and those two elements never yet came
together in a mans face with charaotor
behind them Wherefore I did not sor
row that the new regime would lastonly tliratuzij tlia y nj n
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hardly change made for political
reasons among the bureau
chiefs and other executive officers Even
Mr Drake a division chief was not
molested fur months

Major Armstrong lasted T think un
til June Then his place went to a law
yer from young man tall
bony quiet precise of speech dressed
so In gray monotone that It Is
difficult now to recall what he wore
and in cplte of physical youth gray
white over the temples The new Sec
retary Introduced him as Judge
Wheat The chief still had hold of my
hand as he interposed with Mr Wheat
not Judge please Mr Secretary I
have never served as a judge not even
in a magistrates court

I could not help contrasting that pro
test with my own easy assumption of
the same title and despising myself
for It

While the whole office smiled at the
Down East pronunciation of the new

assistant to the Attorney General it
did not smile at the certitude with
which he grasped the work of the
bureau In two days he had taken up
the lines which Colonel Powell had laid
down In a week he had discovered the
anomaly of Mr Jennings position His
course In the matter was characteris
tic I was his chief subordinate and so
first he discussed It with me Next
ho talked with Mr Jennings Then
holding Ms own counsel he studied the
relative capacity of all his clerks
Finally lie carried the Issue to the
Secretary I learned all this through a
statement from Mr Wheat himself

We Have Such a Record
Mr Schuyler he said and his

speech impressed me much as I might
have been Impressed by the same words
wntte in a copy book we have de
cided to readjust this matter of the
division We are agreed of

that the salary and the work
be united Equally as a matter

o course we must choose the most
coriipecent clerk In the bureau to do
the work You are one oftthe fthrea
men among whom I have determined
to make my choice and I have called
you in to tell you that and to say fur
ther that after investigating the re
cent examination for promotion and
noting its results the Secretary has
decided that the best measure of com

be the record of the clerks
previous itiLovs We have such a rec
ord you know on file with the appoint
ment clerk Under the law you are
entitled to examine your own record at
any time I suggest that you get the
papers which relate to you and talk
them over here with me

The appointment clerk still holding
over from the Harrison Administration
heard my request for my record with a
smile Mr Mphersn and Mr Donly
were jus In on th same ernd he said

There mus be somthln soin On
Saying which he gravely took a batch
of papers from his desk and handed
them to me with an air that indicated
entire familiarity with the purpose of
the search and easy preparation for it

Walking down the corridor with those
very Important documents in my own
fingers it was all I could do not to
open them there and find out their con
tents It would be much easier to go
over them with Mr Wheat if only I
knew their contents in advance I had
understood Mr Wheat to say how
eyer that we were to examine these
papers together right away So I hur
ried on nervous with tho excitement
and eager in the prospect of a 2000
salary

iJJ i

Well Go Over This Together
There was no one in the chiefs room

as I entered Mr Wheat drew up a
chair near his at one side of
his desk so that we talked across the

observed as he reached out
his hand You came back soon Sit
down well go over these together

The first record was in the form of
a circular letter to the Secretary from
the old division chief Before I could
grasp anything more than that it was
a blank filled out I saw that word
Fair in typeTrltlng about halfway

down the page I asked Mr Wheat at
once t

Do you know what the several grades
of marking were In those days

He finswered dispassionately t
Excellent good fair poor

Without weighing that letter except to
consider that It was surely superseded
by later records I opened the next
That was a similar blank filled out arid
signed by OMara In the middle of thepage stood out that same word Fair

It was Mr Wheat who reached for
the next paper commenting as he did
so Fair again That looks dis
couraglng doesnt It

The third entry was by Colonel Pow
ell Excellent It was followed by
several lines of typewriting and as we
leaned over togethen to read them I c
Pow the new chiefs eyebrows close
over the gip that ordinarily kept them
apart What was written was

Colonel Powells Tribute
In addition to work which has been

almost without a flaw and office con
duct which has been almost perfect
this clerk has compiled the laws under
which the department Is now operating

a difficult and exacting Ho Is
In my judgment one of the most Val
uable clerks in the department
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still had influence enough to make BM
suffer

To Be Continue ytestSw iay

In Defense of the Cog
To the Editor of The Washington Tlace

Being greatly interested 2n The JUf
Story of a Government Clerk as nar
rated by A Cog in the Wheel In Th
Sunday Times I was impressed with
your editorial Inchoate AbU
ity in Mondays issue So much j o
indeed that I am constrained to senter
a protest Now anyone can criticls
although not all as intelligently as
Times but few there are who can suac
gest improvement or apply a rame

TTnder the system In bperaiion durlny s

the time of which 5ie writes howconlil
Philip help being a Cog How could
he have developed his ability alongrthe
proper lines A practical answer to

questions such as The Times Is
able to give may keep some bright
young man enters the service
from repeating Philips mistakes Per
haps Philip will answer them before ha
has finished tis story It is to
he wilL As your editorial on the sub c

ject now stan ds he is told what to
avoid but not how to avoid it My own
opinion Is that anyone wha can
a story such as the one under discus

does himself a wrong In wearing
his life away as a Government clerk 2

Respectfully JOHN P REAP
Washington D C June 8 1S05

A FelloeClerks Opinion T

To the jEdltor of The Washington Times a
Sir I have been reading with a great

deal of interest the story running iri The 1

Sunday Times entitled The Life Story
of a Departmoit Clerk and your
torials following it which have ap
peared at in your paper

the wjdter of the story In
his opinion of his Ability arid think

has just cause for dissatisfaction
Tvith hfe occupation Jt Isj plainly evm
dent that Philip is no ordInary
and the are that had he
returned to his native State when he
was offered the opportunity to enter the
law partnership hIs financial condition
would have been improved and in time
he would have become a man of wealth
and prominence in his native State
Even though he might never have real
zed his courted ambition of the At

Generalship his sphere of use
would have been greatly in

creased
I do not agree with your opinion of

Philips ability namely that he was a
mole but was not content to dig It
seems to me that the fact that ie was
not content to dig was the strongest
evidence that he was not a mole Itthere is any weakness in Philips char

it Is that he lacked the ability to
see and to seize upon the opportunity
when it presented itself However Iwould not say that Philips life had been

failure It Is a you f think have
said in your paper hard to say that a
man who had a wife such as Philips
and a baby a home on with
about It and an occupation which was
not altogether uncongenial had made
a failure of life Jttobert G Ingersoll
said that man who had won tha
love of a good and faithful womarts had
not made a failure of life and hosraa

right In that at least
I agree with you that the story I igood and In many respects a

one It is a strong indltement against
any artificial or madetoorder system
of society and a strong argument la

of effort and purpose
DEPARTMENT CLERK

Washington D C June 6 1205

HAS FATHERS TEMPERAMENT
There is every probability that D itf

Aimee Tour ee only child of Judge Al
W Tourgee will follow In the lit

footsteps of her father She re
sembles him in poetic temperament and
love of the artistic She Is an enthus
iastic horsewoman and Is known
through the country about the Tourgea
home in Mayvllle 2S1 Y which Is two
miles from the summer town of Chau

When the Chautauqua assem
bly was in session a few years ago she
drove from home to the meeting place
behind a spirited Kentucky bay mare
Though thoroughly love With outdoor
life and passionately fond of horses
Miss Tourgee is just as much In love
with art She the course in thePhiladelphia School of Design is a
member of the Buffalo Society of Art

and was a member of the
Students League in this city

At the time Miss Tourgee was In New
York she was associated closely vrlth
Ruth Johnson daughter of Richai
Malcolm of Baltimore ann
Louise Cable a of George W
Cable whose delightful stories of Cr ote
life will live for many years wjth th
lovers of llteratur irv
the South Thus it came about that trivr
daughters of three prominent and suinovelists were studying to

along the same and wltttsimilar ambitions for artistic careers
formed a charming trio Louise

Cable has given up art since then forwIfehood Miss Tourgee loved to tellher friends in Mayvllle of beauty
and captivating charm of Johnson who had the softest and entrancing Southern accent When MissJohnson was a student a New Yorkerfell in love with her He received rioencouragement In his suit but said heIntended to risk a Proposal becauseeven if rejected the no set to themusic of such a voice would be sweet
Miss Tourgee was born in Greensboro
N C whore Judge Tourgee d
war New Ywic PJTCSS
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